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the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2013 as Na-
tional Preparedness Month. I encourage all Americans to recognize the im-
portance of preparedness and work together to enhance our national secu-
rity, resilience, and readiness. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9010 of August 30, 2013 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Among American men, prostate cancer is both the second most commonly 
diagnosed cancer and the second-leading cause of cancer deaths. Although 
prostate cancer incidence and mortality rates have declined over the past 
two decades, in 2013 alone, an estimated 239,000 men in the United States 
will be diagnosed with the illness, and almost 30,000 men will die from 
this disease. During National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we re-
member those lost to prostate cancer, offer our support to patients and their 
families, and highlight our commitment to better prevention, detection, and 
treatment methods. 

The exact causes remain unknown, but medical professionals have identi-
fied several risk factors that can increase a man’s chances of developing 
prostate cancer. It is more common among older men and men with a fam-
ily history of prostate cancer. African American men also have a signifi-
cantly higher risk, both of developing and dying from prostate cancer. I en-
courage all men to learn about warning signs by visiting www.Cancer.gov. 

My Administration continues to support important prostate cancer re-
search—research that will enhance our knowledge and improve prostate 
cancer prevention and treatment. The Affordable Care Act also offers new 
protections for all Americans. The health care law bans insurance compa-
nies from placing lifetime dollar limits on essential health benefits and 
from dropping coverage because of mistakes on insurance applications. Be-
ginning in 2014, the Affordable Care Act will also eliminate annual dollar 
limits on vital benefits, and insurers will no longer be able to deny cov-
erage or charge higher premiums to patients with prostate cancer—or any 
other pre-existing medical condition. 

This month, I encourage all Americans to lend their support to family, 
friends, and neighbors whose lives have been touched by prostate cancer. 
Let us celebrate the compassion and perseverance of health care providers, 
researchers, and dedicated advocates. Together, we can raise awareness, 
support research, improve care, and reduce the impact of this disease on 
our citizens and our Nation. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2013 as Na-
tional Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage all citizens, govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other 
groups to join in activities that will increase awareness and prevention of 
prostate cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9011 of August 30, 2013 

National Wilderness Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In September 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Wilderness 
Act into law, recognizing places ‘‘where the earth and its community of life 
are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not re-
main.’’ Throughout our history, countless people have passed through 
America’s most treasured landscapes, leaving their beauty unmarred. This 
month, we uphold that proud tradition and resolve that future generations 
will trek forest paths, navigate winding rivers, and scale rocky peaks as 
visitors to the majesty of our great outdoors. 

My Administration is dedicated to preserving our Nation’s wild and scenic 
places. During my first year as President, I designated more than 2 million 
acres of wilderness and protected over 1,000 miles of rivers. Earlier this 
year, I established five new national monuments, and I signed legislation 
to redesignate California’s Pinnacles National Monument as Pinnacles Na-
tional Park. To engage more Americans in conservation, I also launched the 
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative. Through this innovative effort, my Ad-
ministration is working with communities from coast to coast to preserve 
our outdoor heritage, including our vast rural lands and remaining wild 
spaces. 

As natural habitats for diverse wildlife; as destinations for family camping 
trips; and as venues for hiking, hunting, and fishing, America’s wilderness 
landscapes hold boundless opportunities to discover and explore. They 
provide immense value to our Nation—in shared experiences and as an in-
tegral part of our economy. Our iconic wilderness areas draw tourists from 
across the country and around the world, bolstering local businesses and 
supporting American jobs. 

During National Wilderness Month, we reflect on the profound influence 
of the great outdoors on our lives and our national character, and we re-
commit to preserving them for generations to come. 
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